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Summary of Plenary Session
·  -  Education for Advanced Practice Community/Pubic Health Nursing -
· During this time of innovation and change in nursing education, ACHNE is challenged as an organization to define what is meant by advanced practice education in C/PHN. The purpose of the Plenary Session was to begin a dialogue on what direction ACHNE should take on advanced practice education in C/PHN and explore what process the membership was willing to endorse. 
Four presentations served to update the members on the current graduate educational options – master’s to doctorate. Presentations included:

· MS/MSN in C/PHN by Sr. Rosemary Donley, PhD, APRN BC, FAAN
· Clinical Nurse Leader in C/PHN by Pamela Clark, RN, MPH, PhD, FAAN
· DNP in C/PHN by Caroline Williams, RN, PhD, FAAN

· ACHNE Task Force Report on Doctoral Education in C/PHN by Craig Stotts, RN, DrPH

· Members in attendance shared concerns about the current threats to graduate education in C/PHN, such as the recent Council of State Boards of Nursing’s Vision Statement, suggested changes in advanced practice definitions that exclude CNS, and the lack of C/PHN-prepared faculty teaching baccalaureate students, thereby affecting graduate enrollment. Additional concerns focused on the DNP, raising the need to review the Task Force’s report on doctoral education.
In summary, the membership recommended:
· Members provide feedback on the Task Force Report on Doctoral Education and


based on feedback, the Board move towards endorsement.
· Board take leadership with practice partners to:

· Define what is graduate education in C/PHN from master’s to doctorate, and 
· Produce a document to provide guidance on graduate education in C/PHN in light of current threats.
· Board update membership on process via listserv, website, and at APHA this Fall.
