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	1.
	Carefully read the Request for Applications (RFA)

· Read carefully

· Read again

· As you write make sure that your grant responds to the  RFA

· Underline important terms in the RFA

· Keep extra copies of RFA

	2.
	Know your content area (literature)
·   What has been done in this area

·   Research in progress or published, how are you different

	3.
	Network – talk to others in the field, your faculty, experienced researchers

· SNRS a great place to find out what others are doing (or thinking about doing) in your area of interest
· Don’t be afraid to talk to the experts  

	4.
	Look at who they have previously funded
·   What have they published, presented 

	5.
	Establish a writing timeline, but don’t spend all your time planning – 

           WRITE

	6.
	 Organize yourself

· Draft copies – organize your drafts, date/time, use track changes
· Literature sources 

· Writing area

	7.
	Typos and grammar – get an editor

	8.
	Follow the directions

· READ the RFA

· Font size, margins, number of pages

	9.
	     Communicate with your funding source, mentor, and grants office

	10.
	If you don’t submit you won’t get funded, take chances, but play smart!


